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#F : figure
number & figure
figure/number/numerical number

— & EDHF : top figure/ uppermost
EAHRDOE  middle figure
—ETDOHF : bottom figure/lowermost figure




1. Ahead of you on your right there is a gas station. And you
can see three figures on the board. These show us gas prices.
The top(uppermost) figure is for regular gasoline. The middle
one is for high-octane gasoline. The bottom(lowermost)
figure is for light oil. Prices per litter are shown and they
change sometimes and vary from shop to shop. So people
are paying attention to them. In the past, most gas stations
offered their services by workers, but recently self-service
style has increased.
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per litter— per & litter = per one litter
a litter (IH V15 5,
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_ PORYAC IS
be at odds with

AR A

be squeezed between A and B



1-2.

There is no crude oil produced in Japan. So all the crude oil
necessary is imported from overseas, from the countries in
the Middle and Near East, including Iran. The United States is
at odds with Iran, but Japan has to have a good relationship
with Iran. Then Japan is sometimes squeezed between USA
and Iran. Japan's prime minister Shinzo Abe has to walk a
difficult path between the two countries.
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Japan’s prime minister Abe is

Japan’s prime minister Abe Shinzo ( Shinzo Abe) is
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2.

On your right is a home appliances retailer shop( a consumer
electronics retailer shop/household electronics shop). In Japan
there are lots of good consumer electronics makers, and we
Japanese have been able to enhance our daily lives' quality
thanks to variety of high-quality products. What | have bought
recently is an air cleaner. My bronchi are so weak that | have
to take care of them. After the air cleaner was set in my room,
my physical condition has been good.
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3

On your right is a drug store. They sell hygiene goods,
healthcare-related goods as well as pharmaceuticals.

Some shops are selling cosmetic products.

Generally speaking, Japanese people has a tendency to buy

medicine easily, or like to buy medicine. So, there are lots of
drug stores.
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4.

Look, everyone. On your right there are young boys and girls
walking (riding a bicycle) on the road. They are probably junior
high school students. They are likely going home from school.
In Japan there are decided school uniforms in most junior and

senior high schools. But at the elementary school level, there
is almost no school uniform.
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H. On the left side on the road there is a woman walking with a dog.
Recently there are many who keep pet animals in their home. Among
those pets, the dog is the most popular one. As a matter of fact, a dog
is kept in my family. And walking dog is my job. Usually every day |
walk with the dog for about 2 hours in total, one hour in the morning,
and another hour in the evening.

[The dog's breed is beagle, and its origin is in England. So | named
the dog Russell after a famous English philosopher and writer Bertrand
Russell, whose writings | would read in my younger days. But my dog
has no sign of being philosophical. He is only a mischievous boy. ]
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The number of having pets are increasing lately.
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The number of having pets is increasing lately.
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The number of people having pets is increasing lately.
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0

On your right you can see a word of DAISO on a building's
wall. [t's a one-hundred-yen shop, or one-dollar shop. All the
items are sold for one hundred yen. It is very popular among
people. And it extends its shops across the country.
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1.

Can you see a blue-colored building on your right ? That
kanji reads Aoyama. It's a shop selling men's clothing,
especially specializing in men's suits. The company was
established in 1964, about 50 years ago. And now it has
shops across the country. It is accredited by Guinness Book
to be NO.1 in the world in terms of the number of men's
suits sold by a company. The prices are relatively low, and
the company's entrance to the men's clothing market has
orought about a kind of revolution. It has benefited a lot of
neople. | am one of them.




®HFIC

BAEFITDIIATARPIATT,

AT X T 2% H

T AN Z Lo, BEEHZWLVTCTH, L<EBMITET, A

HEAHZNITTWETAHA. NI
BADVWTWET, KARZ DY FTH729DIC
NEANMER LT WEDICLTWAATY,

WE T,

EHIZIA->TWEHTA, B

A7 MTT



E%

power/strength/ prescription/ prescribed lens

1A

cataract




8. What is seen on your right is an eyeglasses shop. In
Japan there are a lot of eyeglasses shops for there are
many who wear glasses. | also wear eyeglasses. But these
glasses have no power. No strength. | mean these glasses
are not prescription lenses. | only wear these in order to cut
ultraviolet rays. | wear them for preventing cataract from
developing.
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black blackish

gray grayish
red reddish

brown brownish



9.

| think you can see from the vehicle's window roof tiles of the
people's houses, and most of them are blackish and grayish,
which is different from the condition in foreign countries,
especially in the West where there are lots of reddish or
brownish tiles. | am not sure why, but for some reason
Japanese people like black and gray for their roof tiles. It may
be what their taste is reflected in.
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10.

Over there is a convenience store. The prototype of the convenience store
was in the USA. A Japanese firm paid attention to it and got a business
icense agreement with the US company about 50 years ago. Since then this
kind of retail shop has been in operation in Japan. With the introduction of
POS, or Point of Sales System, it has developed into a Japanese-style, new
existence. Seven Eleven was the first convenience store in Japan, and it was
named so because its business hours were at first from 7 in the morning to
11 in the evening. At present almost all the convenience stores are open
around the clock (24 hours a day). But recently it has become difficult to
maintain this business style because of shortage of employees. So some are
changing their business policy. Japan's population is more than 120 million
at present, but with its peak in 2008 at 128 million, it is declining. So

problem of shortage of workers has been conspicuous in many business
fields.
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11. That is a convenience store. A convenience store is really
convenient. At present in almost all convenience stores ATM,

or Automatic Telling Machine, is installed. So we can make a
money withdrawal there without going to a bank , which is
scarcely located in the community.
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12.

That is a convenience store. |t has come to be in operation
in Japan as a retail shop since the 1970s. It is now an
indispensable existence for our daily life. Almost all shops
are open 24 hours a day, or around the clock. But recently
there has been a movement that their business operation
should be changed due to the shortage of workers.
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13.

That is a convenience store. Itis a new type of retail shop
which has appeared in Japan since the 1970s. They sell
food stuffs and commodities (daily necessaries). And in
almost all shops, these days ATM is installed. And what's
more, people can buy various kinds of tickets, like concert
tickets and bus or air flight tickets. So it has become an
indispensable existence for our daily life.
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A festival lasts for three days. On the first day’s evening, as many as
4 000 fireworks are shot into the summer night sky.
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world-class, high-quality, industrial leather belts

In this town there are many firms producing world-class, high-quality,
industrial leather belts.

In this town there are many firms producing industrial leather belts.

The firms are all small-sized companies, but they are manufacturing
world-class, high-quality products with a few employees.
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Thanks for your Attention!



