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Good morning,everyone. All members have gathered , so let's get started.
Welcome to Kochi. My name is Kazuo Itoh. I'm attending your party as a tour
guide today. You can call me Kazuo. But some people call me Kaz in short,
so you can call me so. Anyway you can call me as you like, Itoh, Kazuo, or
Kaz.

The bus is already moving. And today's bus driver is Mr. Tosa. Tosa-san,
yoro -shiku-onegai, itashi-masu. I'm counting on you.

First of all, for your safety, please fasten your seatbelts. Traffic regulations in
Japan obliges us to do so. In today's tour, you will vist three spots. The first
is Kochi Castle, the second is the museum related to that castle, and finally
the third is Katsurahama Beach, which faces the Pacific Ocean and has been
loved by local people as a good spot for viewing a beautiful moon in the
autumn season. It takes abou four hours and you are expected to come back
to the pier at around 2 PM. It's a short excursion. but it covers very popular
tourist spots in the city, So | think you could enjoy today's tour very much.
Well, now, I'm standing like this , but this would be dangerous, so I'd like to

have a seat facing the front, right?
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There are two tunnels ahead of us.
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On your right is a public garden.Until just a week ago, we had been able to

see beautiful cherry blossoms here.
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The beige-colored building on your right is a hospital. Kochi Medical
Treatment Center. It's a medical facility playing a leading role in this region.
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On your left is Kochi Prefectural College.
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What are being seen on both sides of this vehicle are paddy fields. | think
rice planting has been finished already. Rice planting is planting rice
seedlings in the paddy fields which is full of water. After that, in four months,
people can harvest rice. Generally speaking, rice planting will be done in June
and get harvest in October in many places in Japan. But this region has been
often hit by typhoons after summer season. So people in this region have to
do their rice planting earlier than other regions. Rice planting is done in

March and rice cropping is done in July before August.

Al by eikiTiccY o, EMOEEE%
EVBRO D,

7Y FYy FREREEOMNE RELH 5,




Bk, COMKEZIETIV, ALBEICK 2EHRZEIC
EEREN7-ME O TS, EiE. &I, B8, &AM
DOEAHY FLT, 8MIEI—BTOBLTT, EFOM
IS5 IEFBELTVWEYT, ZORDERIFLTT, D
MEICIEN 2 FA—LoEsEZHFEO>LUAHY £9, —DIF
ZZ0HBHAML, AHAT—EFESWVLTY, TLTZZ
IZ&b, SNIEFERATIZHERICGEVWLTY, IhoixZ
DOE—=7ICL CEARILICILAER>TWES, UES
EKTRTIB% LA FMTEEbNLTLWET, SATIEZDEE
N84% T, INIFLEATHENEFEEHOHMETT, TK
FREIEXFEECALTVWETAS, MIELoE, BOE
ICEENT-BEN R ETATEERAET,

Well, everyone, please look at this map. This is a map showing Shikoku
Island based on the data taken by a satellite. There are four prefectures,
Ehime, Kagwa, Tokushim and Kochi. And at the bottom part is Kochi. Your
ship is staying here at this point. These green parts are mountains. In
Shikoku there are high mountains with almost 2 thousand meters. This is
Mt.Ishizuchi, which is the higest in western Japan, and This is Mt. Tsurugi,
which is the second highest in westen Japan. With these two mountains
serving as the two highest peaks, mountains extend east to west, and north
to south. About 75% of the total land area in Shikoku is covered with
mounatins. Especially in Kochi the figure comes to be 84%, which is
number one in Japan, comes first of 47 prefectures in Japan. And you can
easily notice, the prefecture faces the Pacific Ocean on the south. So, | can
say that Kochi is blessed with blessings from both the sea and the

mounatins.
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There is another number one item in Kochi. That is precipitation. There is
annual precipitation statistics by prefecture. Avccoding to the data , Koch

comes first with annual precipitatiion of about 3700mm.
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Referring to the local people’'s characteristics, what I'd like to say first is that
there are many who like drinking sake. That is true for both men and women.
Look at this photo. This is a festival held in late April every year in the
prefecture. It is called Dorome Festival. In this festival there is a sake-
drinking competition. Men are expected to drink as much as 1.8 liters of
sake, and women are expected to drink half of that, or 0.9 liter of sake. the
winner is decied by drinking time. The soone, the better. Can you guess the
time ? According to the recent data | know, average times of
winners are 12.5 seconds for men and 10.8 seconds for women. | think there

are many monsters who are stong in sake in Kochi both men and women.
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Another feature is that people are fond of festivals. Look at this photo. This
is a festival held in mid-August, which is called Yosakoi Festival. There are
many participants. And they parade the streets as they dance to the
accompaniment of their own selected music. It's a nationally famous summer
festival , so there are some who come from other prefectures and even from
overseas. Participants will get excited while going on the street dancing.
When you look at the festival, you can see participants get excited while

dancing. | can feel as if human energies were exploding.
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The population of Kochi Prefecture is about 700,000 and about 40% of that,
or 300,000 live in the city of Kochi. Kochi City hais the capital city of the
prefecture and has the same name of the prefecture. This type of
combination is ofeten seen in other places, like Hiroshima Prefecture and
Hiroshima City or Nagasaki Prefecture and Nagasaki City.By the way, | think
people sitting on the right side can see the railway track. Tram cars run in

the central part of the city as a public transportation.
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This castle was built about 400 years ago. What you should pay attention to
the most is that this castle is one of the only 12 castles retaining the
structures build in the feudal days or the samurai days. There are many
castle in Japan. But most of them were destroyed once when the feudal days
ended and after that they were rebuilt. Only 12 castles retain their original

structures.
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Another feature is that this castle is a symbol of marital harmony. In other

words, | can say this is an auspiciou castle.
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Kochi Castle was built about 400 years ago by a warlord wit the name of
Katsutoyo. He was originally a lackluster, mediocre samurai, but one day he
got an exellent horse with the help of his wife, using her dowry.

From that time on he got promoted in the samurai society.
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From the beginning of the 17th century to the mid 19th century, stable

and solid samurai governments lasted.

They were controlled by the shogun, or top of the samurai. Katsutoyo was
allowed by the first shugun to build the castle here in Kochi. He and his
descendants governed this region for about 250 years until about 150 years

ago.
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Given such conditions, this castle is said to be very auspicious.

So, visiting this place may bring you good luck.
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Along the way, there is a very famous bridge, so | will tell you about it. We
don't get off the bus but you can take photos because the bus will move
slowly there. Itis called Harimaya Bridge. It is a small wooden bride painted
in red. Weeping willow stands neaby.lt became famous as a love story stage.
In the past, a Buddhist monk and merchant daughter fell in love. It was still
in the feudal days, more than 150 years ago. In those days, a Buddhist monk

was prohibited from love affair with a woman, so their love story ended as a

HL-DTY, SIFHROETYT, YFIIERIELE DR
BRAEE N EDAFINED -T-D T, ZTORITEDITHK
HYFL7, LHL., ZOHIFBDO AL TS DOVEICLE
HE, HEIPEFHAOFICIDBDEEEFTHAATZDTL T,

kind of tragedy. But people in this region gave them compassion for them

and took up their story into their local folk song.
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You'll soon arrive at a parking lot. | will take you to the cstle tower. It is
located at the top of a small hill. You have to climb as many as more than
150 stone steps to get there. So if you don't feel confident on your leg's
strenght, don't push yourself too much. There is another option to do.

You can see the castle tower from the base of the hill.
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When entering the castle tower, you are supposed to take off your shoes.
There are several steep staircases within the facility. But you can use

handrails. On the top floor you can see a panoramic view of the city.
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After that, you are expected to visit Kochi Castle Museum of History on
foot. So | will give you later information on the place and time of our

reunion.
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Here we are at the parking lot. The bus can stay here. We are expected to
stay here for about 2 hours. And time is now 10:30. So please finally come
back to this bus by 12:30. All right? Now,please get off the bus.
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Here we are at the parking lot.Today this parking lot is very crowded. So this
bus cannot stay here. It has to move to some other palce and come back
here later. Time is now 10:30 and the busy will come back at around 12:30.
We are expected to stay here for about 2 hours. So please finally come back
to this parking lot by 12:30 and get in the bus. The bus has a white body and
its number is 211. Don't miss it. Today here is very crowded. So make sure

you are punctual. All right? Now please get off the bus.

WiWE L7t Le». ERLET, All right? Now let's get started.
HZZICRZADDHNKFFIT, TOEWT—FKRER Over there is a big gate. It is called Ohte-mon, and the biggest within this

FITd, HDOFIe—B@BYBL 91,

precincts. We will pass through that gate.
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Look, everyone. Here is one of the best spots for your taking photos. You

can take both the castle tower and the Ohte-mon gate within one frame.
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From now, | will take you to the palce where the castle tower stands. But
as | said in the vehicle, if you are not confident for your leg strength,
don't push yourself too much. The castle tower could be seen from here. And

you could come back from the middle point along the way.
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Look, everyone. Look at that building. That is Kochi Castle Museum of
History. After visiting the castle tower, we are expected to visit that
museum. So, I'd like to decide the time and the place for our getting together
again. I've decided as the following:the time is 11:50 and the place is the

entrance of that building. All right?
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OK. Now | will take you to the castle tower. Come with me.
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This satatue represents a man with the name of Itagaki. He was born here
in Kochi in the mid-19th century in the samurai family. Fuedal days ended
about 160 years ago. In the new-era Japan, he became a leader promoting
democracy. When he was attacked by an assasin one day, he cried out"
ltagaki may die, but liberty will not die!" He survived this incident. Thanks to

those words, he got very popular.
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Look, everyone. Look at that stone gutter protruding long. Kochi has a
heavy rainfall as | said in the bus. So, in order to prevent water from soaking
into and damaging the stone walls, the gutter for drainage system was
desigend to be that long. Within the castle grounds there are 16 such

devices.
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Look at those statues. | told you about an excellent horse this castle's
founder Katsutoyo got and his sccess story after that in the bus along the

way here. Those represent that horse and his wife Chiyo.
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Look at this. This is the ruin of a well. The quality of the water taken from
here is said to have been very good. So in those days, people working for the
feudal lords are said to have come here every day to take water used for tea

ceremony. In the past a lot of Japanese cedar trees used to be planted here.
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When you come to this point, | think you can see the castle cleary. | think

you can see iron sticks,which were against the intruders.
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In the past there were buildings built on this ground.
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In the past, there was a residence for feudal lords. That means the fuedal
lords din't live in that castle tower. It was a defensive facility, and not

comfortable for feudal lords to live in.
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Take off your shoes at the entrance and put them into the plastic bag.

Carry the bag with you within the castle tower.
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See you later.
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Now | will give you this ticket. There are exhibition rooms on the third
floor. Please show the ticket to the staff at the reception on the floor.
You can use an elavator if you want. And finally, I'd like you to come
back to the bus by 12:30.
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Now, all members have gathered, so let's get started. Next is Katsurahama

Beach. It takes about 30 minutes to get there.
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The next destination Katsurahama Beach faces the Pacific Ocean and is the
place local people have long loved as a spot for viewing a beautiful moon in
the autumn season. There is a samll hill and on the top of the hill stands a
big statue, which represents a famous figure born here in Kochi. It is a man
called Ryoma Sakamoto. He was born about 200 years ago in Kochi. We
usually call him just Ryoma. This man of Ryoma could be said to be a

national hero.
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By the way, this vehicle is going to soon pass in front of JR Kochi Station.
And just in front of the station there are three samurai statues standing, and

the middle man is Ryoma. ---Look at that samurai, that is Ryoma.
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I'd like to continue my explanation on Ryoma. He was born here in the early—19th

centuy. \which was still in the feudal days controlled by the samurai. He was a son of

samurai belonging to the lower class. His life was very short because he died at the
age of 33. In Japan that feudal era came to an end about 160 years ago, and Japan
started its modernization. At that time, there was a political transformation,which
was relatively peaceful. Ryo-ma did make a great contribution to that. In the feudal
days the whole country was controlled by the shogun. or the head of the samurai.
And the country was divided into a few hundreds of areas.And each area was given
to a fuedal lord. Then the appointed feudal lord made its area his own domain, and
formed his own fief consisting of his smurai retainers, his domain, and local people
living there. It means he has the political power of the place. However, final,
absolute power was held by the shogun. At around the mid-19th century, there were
as many as about 300 fiefs in the country.But as times were changing, a kind of
insitutional fatigue had come to be evident in such a political system. Given such
conditions, there were two powerful fifes in Japan, but at odds with each other. But
Ryo-ma helped the two these rivals to join their hands to compete against the
shogun power. This led to the collapse of the shogun system, or feudal system.And
it led Japan to its new era. There is almost no adult Japanese who don’t know his

name. He is really a national hero.
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According to the itineary you are going to spend about 50 munites in
Katsurahama Beach. And | am expected to take you to the place where

the statue of Ryoma stands. But it doesn't mean everyone has to follow me.
The statue is located on the top of the hill although it's not so high.

if you feel uneasy about your leg strength, there's another option. There are
several souvenir shops and resturants at the foot of the hill. So you can stroll

around them.
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Here we are at the parking lot. | will guide most of you to the place of
the statue. After that it would be free time for you. And finally please come
back to this vehicle by 13:50. All right?
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Now. Let's go back to the pier. It takes about 15 minutes.
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On your left you can see some big cranes. That is a shipyard.
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There are some vinyl houses.Vegetables are being cultivated there.
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Your ship has come to be seen on your right side.
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| think thanks to Mr.Tosa's good driving skill, we could enjoy a comfortable
bus trip today. So we'd like to express our thanaks to him by clapping our

hands.
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And | would like to express my thanks to you also for your good

cooperation.
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And | hope you will continue a nice trip from now on, and you will come

to Japan again some day in the future.
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When you get off th bus, don't leave your belongings here.
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Here you are at the pier.
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During today's tour, | will sometimes give you information on time schedule
so that you can enjoy your trip to the fullest.The information on the time
schedule is very important. So please follow what | say. If only one person
doesn't follow my instruction and doesn't show up at a decided time at a
decide place, all the remaing members could not move on to the next stage.
| mean if that kind of thing happens they could affect all the members. So

please pay your keen attention to the information on time and place.
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Ahead of us on your right there is a gas station. And you can see three
figures on the board. These show us gas prices per liter. The top
(uppermost) figure is for regular gasolin. The middle one is for high-octane
gasolin. The bottom (lowermost) figure is for diesel, or oil for a diesel engine.
Prices change sometimes and they vary from shop to shop.

So people are paying attention to them. In the past, most gas stations
offered their services by workers, but recently self-service style has
increased due to the labor shortages , which are evident in many sectors.

The background is the fact that Japan's population is declining year by year.
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Japan has almost no domestic crude oil production. So almost all crude oil

is imported from overseas like the countries in the Middle East.
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On your right you can see a word of DAISO on a building's wall.
It's a one-hundred-yen shop. All the items are sold for one hundred yen.

It is very popular among people. And it extends its shops across the country.
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What is seen on your right is an eye glasses shop. In Japan there are a lot of
eyegalsses shops for there are many who wear glasses. | also wear
eyeglasses. But these glasses have no power. No strength. | mean these
glasses are not prescription lenses. | only wear these

in order to cut ultraviolet rays. | wear them for preventing cataract from

developing.
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| think you can see from the vehicle's window people's house roof tiles, and
most of them are blackish and grayish, which is different from the condition
in foreign countries, especially in the West where there are lots of redish or
brownish tiles. | am not sure why, but for some reason Japanese people like

black and gray for their roof tiles. It may be what their taste is reflected in.
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Over there is a convenience store. The prototype of the convinience store
was in the USA. A Japanese firm paid attention to it and got a business
licence agreement with the US company about 60 years ago. Since then this
kind of retail shop has been in operation in Japan. With the introduction of
POS, or Point of Sales system,it has developed into a Japanese-style, new

existence. At present it ihas become an indispensable retail outlet.
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That convinience store is a Seven Eleven. It was the first convenience store
in Japan, and it was named so because its business hours were at first from
7 in the morning to 11 in the evening. At present almost all the convenience

stiores are open around the clock.
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That is a convenience store. A convenience store is really convenient. At
present in almost all convenience stores ATM, or Automatic Telling Machine,
is installed. So we can make a money withdrawal there without going to a
bank branch. And what's more, people can buy varios kinds of tickets , like
concert tickerts and bus or air flight tickets. So it has become an

indispensable existence for our daily life.
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