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Godaisan Chikurinji

YiRFBEA  The History of Chikurinji
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Chikurinji was founded by a Buddhist high priest named Gyoki under
the order of the Emperor Shomu in 724, and modeled after a temple of
the same name located at Godaisan in China.
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According to the records, the emperor Shomu had a dream that he
climbed Godaisan, the famous sacred site of Monjyu Bosatsu, the
Buddhist saint of wisdom, where he received teachings from Monju
directly. Thus, he ordered Gyoki to build a temple in a place whose
shape resembles that of Godaisan in China. Gyoki searched all over
Japan, and finally discovered that place in Kochi, where he founded the
temple by enshrining the main image of Monju Bosatsu, which he
carved himself.
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In the early 9th century, Kobo-daishi, the founder of the Shingon sect
of Buddhism, visited this temple on his pilgrimage of Shikoku, where
he engaged in ascetic practice. For this reason, Chikiurinji was later
designated as the 31st of Shikoku’s 88 sacred places.
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During the Edo period (1603-1867), the temple flourished as a result
of the long-lasting patronage of the feudal lords of the Tosa Domain
(present-day Kochi). The temple boasted the most sublime tower and
halls in Tosa, and novice monks flocked here in the pursuit of
academics, making it a center of religion and culture. A widely known
Tosa folksong, “Yosakoibushi”, includes the love story of a girl named
Ouma and a priest named Junshin. He was one of monks living in the
south lodge during the late Edo period.
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However, even this temple was unable to escape the reach of the
government sanctioned anti-Buddhist movement at the beginning of
the Meiji period(1868-1912). After falling into disuse for a period of
time, preparations were made to restore the temple facilities, and
finally they have regained their past glory.
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Today, many people visit the temple to worship the Buddha and
incense burns continuously. The temple grounds, covered in green, are
a nice place for recreation and relaxation. People enjoy the seasonal
changes in the scenery.
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Main Hall( Monjudo)
The Main Hall was constructed in 1644 by Yamauchi Tadayoshi, the
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second lord of Tosa. It is called Monjudo because Monju Bosatsu is
deified inside. This is the oldest building on the hill, and is designated
as a nationally important cultural asset.

This building was built in the style of the Muromachi period. It is a
single-story, square-shaped building measuring approximately 9m by
9m, and has a thatched roof, lending it a solemn atmosphere. It also
has fine curved eaves and radiating wooden rafters in the Chinese
style. This form is peculiar even in esoteric Buddhist architecture.

R

LR RFROFD, HEESFTROBEOBERE & U Tl SN FBIIAR R TR O
R E b OEFEY OFR, UFEEY OZE, £ LT, EEEY OEFENL R
D, TNENERLEOROEDICHM LT EnES I TnET, RiEE
AL,

The Guest House (Cultural asset designated by Kochi Prefecture)

This guest house was built in the late 17th century for the lords of
Tosa. The main room was designed in the Shoin architectural style of
the Muromachi period(1333-1573). The roof of the entrance is in a
Chinese-gable style, and harmonizes well with two other types of roof
seen throughout the building.
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The Daishi-do Hall

The Daishi-do Hall enshrines Kobo-daishi(774-835), known as Kukai,
the founder of the Shingon sect of Buddhism. This hall’s simplicity
stands in contrast with the Main Hall. It was built in 1644 by
Yamauchi Tadayoshi, the second feudal lord of Tosa Domai.

A long time ago pilgrims nailed wooden tablets onto the horizontal
piece of timber as a sign of their pilgrimage. These tablets can still be
seen today. You can always see the smoke from the incense being
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burned by people deeply attached to O-daishi-sama, the affectionate
name for Kobo-daishi.

% s RE B

GAEBE - RZE (—=—)\) TSRS L, AEILAEBICRIREEATZHED
B - SREMCEVEESNZLIBADNET,

FREELISICIUEZFALTELNZZOEIX, A2V HLEEL LWz
226 9dbEE. £ LT, PEOMWL L IZEH (Ha-yoh-ko) %R L 7B REIEZ Ry
HYVEREH D 72 2 EEAXDER T,

RT=ZABOO L2z b, FRTAFEICELBORELR T £ LT,

The Garden

It is said that this garden was created by Muso-kokushi(1275-1351), a
high Rinzai Zen Buddhist priest and famous garden designer of the
Kamakura period(1185-1333), who came to Tosa and built himself a
hermitage called “Gyuko-an” at the foot of Godaisan in 1318.

The garden’s design incorporates a Japanese-style pond as well as the
neighboring natural landscape, surrounding the guest house in an L-
shape. The northern part of the garden has an atmosphere of the bright
and warm southern country, while the western part has an air of quiet
tranquility modeled after a Chinese landscape.

The garden is counted as one of the tree fine gardens in Kochi
Prefecture, and was designated as a National Scenic Beauty in 2004.
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The principal image, Monju Bosatsu

Monju Bosatsu is known as the Bodhisattva ( Buddhist saint) of
wisdom, and for the saying “Sanin yoreba Monju no chi€’, which means
the same as the English phrase “Two heads are better than one.” This
statue is one of the three highly revered statues of Monju Bosatsu in
Japan. The other two are Kiredo no Monju in Kyoto Prefecture and Abe
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no Monju in Nara Prefecture.
The satue and its four attendants are said to be carved by the
Buddhist priest Gyoki, and to be the oldest existing in Japan.
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The Treasure Hall

There are 17 images of Buddha set in the hall. These are works from
the Fujiwara and Kamakura periods, which span from the late 9t to
early 14th centuries. It is said that they total about one third of all the
Buddhist images held in Kochi that have been designated as nationally
important cultural assets.
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The Five-storied Pagoda

There used to be a three-storied pagoda at this temple, but it was
destroyed by a typhoon in 1899. The supporters of the temple had
strongly desired the construction of a new tower, and in 1980, a 31-
meter high pagoda with five stories was built in the style of the early
13tk century with Japanese cypress wood.

This pagoda houses a small piece of Buddha’s bone sent from
Buddhagaya in India and an image of Dainichi Nyorai is enshrined in
the inner part of the first story.
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The “Cyclical Grove”

The “Cyclical Grove” lies in the western part of the temple grounds,
which was originally covered in lush green trees. The area was
redesigned as a place where one could relax and reflect in silence, while
at the same time feeling the cyclical nature of the four seasons, the flow
of water, and life itself.

The many sights in the grove include a Buddhist statue from India
enshrined in a stained glass dome, bridges made of both stone and
wood, and paths made out of domino-shaped stones. The grove’s three
ponds each possess their own unique atmosphere.



